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REMINDERS
All meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the third Tuesday
of each month. This month’s meeting will be held at
Richard’s Pizza in Fairfield, located at 495 Nilles Rd.,
approximately two miles west of Rt. 4.
COME EARLY: SOCIAL HOUR FROM 6:00 to 7:00.

Need a map? http://goo.gl/maps/FzWPe
Next Club Mtg.
Next Tour Group/Safety Mtg.
No meeting in July.

Aug 15, 2017
Sept 19, 2017

E-Mail: News@VictoryAviation.org
MEETING NOTE: In case of poor driving conditions
(heavy snow, ice, rain, etc.), typhoons, locust plagues,
floods, famine, or the end of the world, call Alan Koch
(Business) or Herb Porter (Tour Group/Safety) for
meeting status. Phone list on page 2.

Upcoming Events
Check this space each month for upcoming Tour
Group and other aviation events.

Tour Group




July 23-30 - OSHKOSH!
Sept 9 - Mackinac Island
Oct 21-22 – Nashville

Other Aviation Events


Please send any event news to
News@VictoryAviation.org

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
Please send all changes to the people listed below,
as appropriate. Everything except news items or
emergency information should be sent to
PilotInfo@VictoryAviation.org, as shown below. If
you have new or updated information or status
changes of any sort, here’s where to send it and
whom to contact:
News Items for the Newsletter:
News@victoryaviation.org
Information/Photos for the Web Site:
Webmaster@victoryaviation.org
The following information ALL goes to:
PilotInfo@VictoryAviation.org
• Roster information changes and updates
(address, phone, etc.)
• Email address changes
Resignations/Requests for Inactive Status
BFR and/or medical certification date
changes (updates to the info on your bill)
ICE (In Case of Emergency) contact info:
Alan Koch, (Primary);
President@VictoryAviation.org
•
•

Herb Porter (Secondary):

CURRENT AIRCRAFT RATES
The rates for each aircraft, as listed below, are
current as of the newsletter publication date,
based on current fuel prices.
351VA (Dakota)
$128/hr
352VA (Archer)
$95/hr
355VA (Skyhawk/Trainer)
$79/hr
356VA (Saratoga)
$143/hr
9515Q (Skyhawk)
$95/hr

FROM THE TOWER
Please welcome Neil Capeci to the club.
Things are going well at the moment – the plane
are all flying and getting lots of hours.
Airventure is this month so please note that here
is no club meeting this month.

Also I just heard that Ron Davis has been
removed as the airport administrator.
Something about being failing to “to make the
airport financially viable”.
Cincinnati Jet is to temporarily take over
operations.
We shall see….
http://www.journal-news.com/news/butlercounty-fires-airportdirector/WNVFvzX75LEPsKyxY3jLnM/
~ Alan Koch, President

MEMBER & TRAVEL NEWS
Dave Gold in New Zealand
If you missed the meeting, you really missed out.
Our very own Dave Gold regaled the group with
a recap of his New Zealand Adventure. He took
an 8 day flying excursion and even picked up a NZ
Pilot's License. (Rumor has it that he did NOT
break any airplanes while there, again this is just a
rumor that has yet to be confirmed). For more
info
visit
the
FlyInn
website
at
http://www.flyinn.co.nz and if you check out the
video on the guest experience page he has a
cameo at 2:22 and 5:00 (in the hat). He will gladly
retell the story in exchange for malt flavored
beverages, 2 drink minimum.

MAINTENANCE & PLANNING
352VA
 Replaced static wick on right flap
 Repaired right wing tip light assembly
355VA
 Oil change
 Annual Completed
addressed

and

all

squawks

 New pilot’s instrument cover
 New brakes and right main tire
 ELT inspection
356VA
 Oil change
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 Fixed broken light on side panel switches
 Fixed annunciator light switch
 New left brake linings
 New main tires and tubes
9515Q
 Annual Inspection Complete
 Magneto 500 hour inspection complete
 Right wing tip replaced
 New left brake linings
 ELT inspection complete
 Replaced fuel sender in left wing tank
 Replaced left vacuum pump
351VA
 Oil Change
~ David Oriskovich, Planning Officer

SAFETY SOAPBOX
Partial Panel Prognosis
~by Richard Lanning
Richard Lanning Ph.D. is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy
and a pilot for more than 30 years. He is a FAASTeam
member, an active CAP mission pilot, CFII and CFIG. This article
originally appeared in the August 2014 issue of IFR Refresher
magazine.

Partial panel is often viewed as a loss of vacuum
instruments—the gyros. In reality you have a partial
panel any time you lose one or more of the required
instruments regardless of how they are powered or
even their particular function. Losing any instrument
deprives you of information that may have a crucial
impact on the safety of the flight. Few pilots think of
the thermometer as an important instrument but when
flying through clouds in the winter, it becomes vital.
Pilots have become very dependent on the attitude
indicator (AI)—probably too dependent. This
instrument is critical to the safety of flight in IMC
conditions. Pilots tend to forget it is not normally a
primary instrument except when establishing a change
in attitude for the aircraft. As a refresher, the primary
pitch instruments are airspeed indicator and altimeter;
primary bank are heading indicator (or mag compass)
and turn and bank indicator and primary power are
tach/MP gauge and airspeed indicator.

AIs can be vacuum or electrically powered. The
emergence of glass panels has given the attitude
indicator a new look and feel and (fortunately) a
mandatory conventional AI as a backup. With today’s
glass cockpits, a loss of the AI is not quite as serious as
it is for pilots flying steam gauges.
With almost every cockpit sporting some form of GPS,
the loss of a gyrocompass is likewise not as serious as
in the past. There is less need to resort to timed turns
or compensating for magnetic compass turning errors
on the loss of a gyrocompass.
Older cockpits typically do not have all the bells and
whistles of the newer cockpits. A vacuum pump failure
may not elicit a warning light or a gyro gradually
spinning down may not display an error flag. Loss of
vacuum may be the more desired scenario since it
tends to reveal itself faster than a gradually failing gyro
instrument—the most insidious and dangerous type of
instrument failure.
Stuff Happens
On a recent IFR trip, I had the displeasure of
experiencing the loss of the AI. The symptoms were
subtle. According to the AI the nose of my aircraft was
slightly high. Cross checking with my other instruments
I was flying straight and level. A quick check of the
vacuum gauge showed plenty of suction. So, I adjusted
the miniature airplane to the artificial horizon. This
continued over the next 30 minutes. It was readily
apparent something was wrong when I could no longer
adjust the miniature airplane to the artificial horizon.
During this time bank appeared to function normally
on the AI. It wasn’t until the AI bottomed out that the
gyro finally tilted over and died.
Fortunately, I had several things going in my favor.
First, I had an electrically powered HSI so I retained
reliable directional information. While there was no
indication of a vacuum pump failure gauges are known
to read incorrectly so I was still glad I had the electric
HSI. For those with vacuum powered gyrocompasses,
crosschecking the gyrocompass frequently with the
magnetic compass could help spot a pending failure
sooner. While all gyrocompasses precess over time
due to internal friction, experientially you have a feel
for how rapidly this normally occurs for your
particular airplane.
Providentially, I had just completed an IPC, which
included partial panel work. Having that recent
experience may have saved my life. When is the last
time you flew partial panel? Third, I was already alert
that something was not quite right with the AI so I was
mentally prepared for its inevitable demise. Fourth, and
very importantly, my aircraft was trimmed for straightand-level flight. I have the good fortune to own a plane
that can be trimmed around all three axes. Being in
trim makes partial panel flying easier. Lastly, the failure
occurred in calm air.
When an instrument fails, maintain the cardinal rule of:
aviate, navigate, and then communicate. As often
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suggested, cover the offending instruments. But how
many pilots have something readily at hand to do that?
Keep some instrument covers in the flight bag. A small
pad of sticky notes works well, but stay focused on
flying the aircraft. Since it was night, I loosened the
bulb over the AI so while it was still visible it was not
nearly as discernible as the other instruments.
Many applications that can run on a tablet or smart
phone can provide a pseudo instrument panel. I would
not want to trust my life to one of these without
thoroughly testing how well it works beforehand.
Unless the device is mounted in front of you, it could
easily distract from the primary instrument scan and
moving your head around in IMC is not a good idea—
are you really ready to interpret an artificial AI
mounted on the yoke tilted 30 degrees left or right?
One device you should take advantage of is the
autopilot if so equipped. Even a simple wing-leveler can
reduce the workload and anxiety. You do need to
know how the system operates and is configured or
you could easily make things worse. In-the-soup is no
time to be learning aircraft systems.
In general, pilots are slow to recognize loss of
instruments. How many have run out of gas due to a
failed fuel gauge? Pilots also tend not to want to
confess to ATC that they have a problem. ATC is
there to help. Advise you are “no-gyro” rather than
“loss of vacuum.” They should understand the former
but not necessarily the latter. ATC is in the best
position to get you to VMC conditions and can
minimize future maneuvering required. They can also
help get you to an airport that can offer an Approach
Surveillance Radar (ASR) approach. If you have never
done an ASR approach, you should experience it. If
near a military base, the controllers typically appreciate
the opportunity to practice these and some may have a
Precision Approach Radar (PAR) approach, which are
virtually non-existent at commercial airports.
The key to survival in a partial panel situation is
practice, preparedness, and knowing your aircraft.

COBWEBS
Redneck Air Show!
This is an Air Show in Cameron, a small rural
town in Missouri. The pilots, bike and truck
drivers (and the photographers) are all nuts. This
doesn't border on crazy, it IS crazy! Hold on to
your desk, chair, whatever!
Best viewed in full screen. This one is way more
than just an air show.
https://vimeo.com/100670266

HANGAR RASH

Plan every flight as if your life depends on it.
It Does!
~ Jan Jansen, Safety Officer
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